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JOKOWI’S COMMUNICATION DRAMATISM ON MASS MEDIA 




This research focuses on the political communication dramatism phenomenon over mass media. 
Communication dramatism was exhibited by Indonesian presidential candidate. Joko Widodo 
(Jokowi), on the Presidential Election Debates of 2019, live-broadcasted on Indonesian national 
television, mass media, and social media YouTube. The Qualitative-Descriptive Paradigm 
approach was adopted to describe the political communication dramatism objectively along with 
its elements. The research object was collected, sorted based on the themes discussed, and 
analyzed by the Pentad analysis. Then, interpretation of the object covered the presentation, 
narrative, political actors involved, communication technique, method of public persuasion, 
motives, and purposes. The most frequent element to occur among the five Pentad elements of 
What was done (Act), Who did it (Agent), How he did it (Agency), When or Where it was done 
(Scene), and Why (Purpose) was determined.  
 
















Mass media serves the basic function of a means for accessing information, education, 
entertainment, and persuasion for the audience. This media (including electronic media, print 
media, online media, social media, advertising media, radio, etc.) can also be used for shaping 
public opinions and serve as an extremely effective tool for political campaigns. Mobile phones 
and various other gadgets offer an Internet network signal receiving function and have 
transformed into a basic necessity in society. Modern society’s lifestyle has increasingly reliant 
on Internet media, especially for transactions related to family economics, electricity, water, 
phone, e-commerce, to name just a few. 
 The start of 2020 has seen an outbreak of COVID-19 (Corona Virus Disease 19) which 
has become a global pandemic and caused millions to be infected and hundreds of thousands to 
die. Many countries have attempted to curb the spread of the virus by enacting social distancing 
rules, given that the virus’ primary means of transmission is through interaction between 
humans. The Indonesian government is among the world’s countries to overcome such a problem 
by devising a social distancing rule and making a policy on WFH (work from home). 
Elementary schools, junior and senior high schools, and universities also make policies 
for the students to study online from home. Practically all real-world activities are shifted to the 
virtual world. Telecommunications, Internet, and mass media service providers now have 
assumed an indispensable role in the life of society. 
 Mass media also facilitates the users to stay connected, interact, and establish friendship, 
work relationships, business relations, and political communication. Mass media along with 
social networking sites provides a space for individuals or groups to interact and communicate 
continuously and removes regional, national, temporal, and social-status barriers. 
The number of social media users in Indonesia has been increasing from year to year. 
Based on the research by Hootsuite and We Are Social, as many as 150 million people (56% of 
the Indonesian population) were active users of social media (“Pengguna Media Sosial di 
Indonesia Tahun 2018,” 2019). Unlike face-to-face communication in the real world, online 
communication in the virtual world allows a greater degree of freedom to express feelings and 
ideas without any physical and psychological inhibitions and unbound by the sociocultural norms 
prevailing in society.  
 Social media has seen an expansion in its functions. It is used not only for social 
networking but also for satisfying political interests, including as a campaign media of a 
candidate. Ahead of presidential and regional elections, social media is made use of by 
candidates as a medium for campaign and socialization to gain as much support from the people 
as possible. 
 During the US presidential election of 2016, which was won by Donald Trump, the 
campaign team of his, together with Cambridge Analytica (a British political consulting firm), 
stole the account data of 50 million users of Facebook and used them to map the characteristics 
of the prospective voters in the US presidential election then. These data were later manipulated, 
enabling them to collect votes of the people as an effective campaign tool  (SAH, 2018). 
 In 2019, the presidential election was held simultaneously with regional elections across 
all Indonesia. One of the reasons behind this simultaneous organizing of elections was to 
minimize the cost. But due to poor preparation, fatal consequences were resulted. The 2019 
elections claimed the highest death toll in Indonesian democratic practice history. KPU (General 
Elections Commission) recorded that 894 had died and 5175 fell sick, with fatigue being the 
most responsible (Mashabi, 2020). 
 Based on the background of the problem and phenomenon described above, the Research 
Problem formulated is as follows: How was Jokowi’s communication dramatism over mass 
media during the 2019 Presidential Election? 
 The works relevant with this study are those that drew on the Pentad Analysis of Kenneth 
Burke’s Dramatism. They include the following. 
 
1. Rhetoric Narrative in Prabowo’s 2019 National Speech. 
This investigation was conducted by Cholid, Wahyuni, and Iqbal using the Pentad Analysis 
of Kenneth Burke’s Dramatism theory (Cholid, 2019). The research on Prabowo’s speech was 
considered of much importance as it took place prior to the 2019 Indonesian presidential 
election. During this period, political personalities often threw remarks that were extremely 
influential to the formation of public opinions to lift their political image or the image of 
certain political parties. The political rhetoric delivered by Prabowo has become a topic of 
much discussion over social media and conventional newspaper “The Body Politic” 
(unhealthy State agency). It even headlined on Digdaya TV of Semarang on 15 February 
2019. The rhetoric of Prabowo’s speach narration was analyzed by the Pentad Analysis. A 
Quantitative-Interpretive paradigm was used to gain an understanding on the background or 
objective behind the rhetoric writing of his State speech narration. The research data were 
collected by the documentation technique. The Pentad Analysis was utilized to analyze the 
research data, which included the talks and sentences deemed important in the speech. The 
Pentad Analysis comprises five elements: Act, Scene, Agent, Agency, and Purpose. The 
finding of the research was a speech narration on immense hegemony or foreign power over 
various aspects of national life and the importance of the Indonesian nation to break free from 
the foreign grip. 
  
2. The Future is in Good Hands: A Pentadic Analysis of President Barack Obama’s 
Farewell Address. 
This research was conducted by R. Chase Dunn (Dunn, 2018). Barack Obama’s farewell 
speech symbolized the conclusion of his 8-year office as the US president. He left a message 
on the US people’s hope for a change or improvement of life. He disclosed that he was 
completing his administrative arrangements and would like to express gratitude for those who 
helped him during his service. In his final remark, Obama unravelled his past, present, and 
future life and his hope that his speech would inspire the people of the US. The Pentad 
Analysis was used to find out about the narrative rhetoric he employed to motivate or inspire 
the people through his last speech. He inspired the public by drawing a comparison with 
American heroes, asserting the Agency/means element and focusing on the Agents/persons 
who were able to achieve their Purposes/objectives. In his concluding words, he illustrated the 
criticality of a president’s last remark in political development the succeeding presidents 
should emulate. That is to say political development to invite all the American people to get 




3. Analyzing Warrants and Worldviews in the Rhetoric of Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton: Burke and Argumentation in the 2016 Presidential Election. 
This study was conducted by Emma Frances Bloomfield and Gabriela Tscholl (Frances, 
2019). They combined the Pentad Analysis of Dramatism and Toulmin’s model to understand 
the rhetoric over the 2016 presidential election and placed Burke as an integral part in the 
political communication study. The rhetoric delivered by Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton 
differed in terms of rhetoric policies and visions for the US. During the campaign period, the 
former focused on the Agents/persons by presenting his idealist perspecive, while the latter 
focused more on the Agency/means or method to achieve things pragmatically. Life assurance 
and outlook are interrelated in campaign rhetoric and contributive in persuasion and 
identification. 
 
The aforementioned works and the one we conducted currently converge in the Pentad 
Analysis of Kenneth Bruke’s Dramatism used. Data collection was carried out by 
documentation on the statements, narrative, sentences, language, and elements of the Pentad 
Analysis elements of Act, Scene, Agent, Agency, and Purpose. 
 The difference is that we used data in the form of the 2019 Presidential Election Debates 
coverage on mass media through TvOne’s YouTube channel, which later were transcribed into a 
text format. The 2019 Presidential Election Debates were held in five rounds: on 17 January 
2019, 17 February 2019, 17 March 2019, 30 March 2019, and 13 April 2019. Unlike previous 
studies, however, this research’s data were not obtained from speech nor campaign, but from 
debates between candidates, who traded questions and statements which were educative and 
provocative to society. They were free to answer as far as their capacity allowed and defended 
their respective grounds. Every broadcast of this event lasted around 2.5 hours. As a result, the 














This research employed the Qualitative-Descriptive Paradigm to make an objective 
description by the Pentad Analysis on the data of the remarks, narration, story use technique, 
language, sentences, terms, and political actors involved in Jokowi’s performance preparation 
at the 2019 Presidential Election Debates that were televised nationally in Indonesia. Video 
recordings of the television station TvOne that were uploaded on social media YouTube served 
as the research’s primary data. TvOne was selected as the source of the video recordings due to 
the TV station’s consistency in programs and shows covering activities related to general 
elections, political discussions, and political campaign ahead of the presidential election of 
2019. 
The description was to cover the delivery method of the narrative, language, sentences, 
terms, and wording of the presidential candidate Joko Widodo. Presidential Election Debates 
refer to the political communication debates between presidential and vise-presidential 
candidate pairs that were hosted by mass media toward the day of election or the end of the 
campaign period.  
These debates were a landmark event throughout the series of campaign as it brought 
together the candidates face-to-face to debate over national/international issues and to elucidate 
on their respective programs. The live-broadcasted event enabled evaluation of which of the 
candidates was superior in the contest of ideas and in worthiness to assume the presidential 
office. The Pentad Analysis of Kenneth Burke’s Dramatism theory serves as the framework for 
analyzing this research’s object. Data collection was applied with the Documentation technique 
by means of the recorded 2019 Presidential Election Debates’ live-broadcasts on TvOne’s 
YouTube channel. The documentation covered the research object of the presentation, 
statements, and answers uttered by Joko Widodo and all matters related to the 2019 
Presidential Election The research object was collected, sorted based on the themes discussed, 
and analyzed by the Pentad analysis.   
 The Dramatism Theory and Pentad Analysis according to Kenneth Burke refer to a 
means for figuring out how a communicator persuades an audience to accept his/her opinions 
and imaginations (view of reality). Selecting the language and adjusting the imaginations of the 
communicator to suit the public are of much importance. According to Kenneth Burke, the 
Pentad Analysis is comprised of the elements of Act (what was done), Agent (who did it), 
Agency (how he did it), Scene (when or where it was done), and Purpose (why) (Griffin, 2006).     
 The theoretical framework on which this research’s object analysis was based was the 
Dramatism Theory and Pentad Analysis of Kenneth Burke. Data collection was performed by the 
documentation technique on Joko Widodo’s utterances/statements at the 2019 Presidential 
Election Debates. The shows were held three months ahead of the 17 April 2019 polling. The 
direct voting to elect a president by the people constitutes a process of democracy based on 
which an elected candidate is to assume the presidential office of Indonesia in the period 2019–
2024. The documentation technique became the primary way of data collection in this research. 
It was to cover the 2019 Presidential Election Debates’ recordings on TvOne’s YouTube channel 
in the form of some screen-captures and transcription of Jokowi’s remarks. 
 The research data that took the form of presentation and statements were collected and 
sorted based on the major theme discussed at the Debates, and then analyzed by the Pentad 
Analysis. Afterward, the researchers interpreted the research object, which consisted of the 
narration, situational background, political actors, ideas, and experiences delivered by Jokowi, 
and linked it to the motives and purposes of such political communication. The Pentad Analysis 
encompasses five elements of Act, Scene, Agent, Agency, and Purpose. Act refers to What was 
done, Scene to When or Where it was done, Agent to Who did it, Agency to How he did it, and 
Purpose to Why he did it. 
 Jokowi’s political communication or statements on the 2019 Presidential Election 
Debates were then broken down, classified, and identified into five Pentad Analysis elements 
of Act, Agent, Agency, Scene, and Purpose. 
 
Act was the performance/actions of Jokowi, his success team, and special team for the 2019 
Presidential Election Debates, especially those who were related to his remarks on the Debates. 
This also covered the preparation of the materials or themes to be raised by the panelists as 
well as the materials utterred by Jokowi. Past policies and political promises concerning the 
policy programs to be implemented by Jokowi were also covered. 
 
Agents were the persons involved in the Presidential Election Debates, especially those who 
were related to Jokowi’s performance, including the success team, Debates special team, and 
Jokowi himself, who acted behind the Debates’ stage and who performed the Debates 
themselves. Jokowi and his teams were agents who served as the main object of this research. 
 
Agency was the methods or strategies related to opinion expression, statements, dressing, facial 
expression, bodily posture, and political communication that was persuasive in nature, as well 
as the strategies Jokowi and his special Debates team in the preparation and execution of the 
2019 Presidential Election Debates. 
 
Scene was the place and time of the debate between the presidential/vice-presidential candidate 
pairs and the situation that directly or indirectly influenced the 2019 Presidential Election 
Debates, locally, nationally, or internationally. 
 
Purpose was the goal or reason underlying Jokowi’s performance and remarks as well as the 
narrative on his political attitude, program success, failure, and public administration that had 
been and were slated to be conducted. 
 
The researchers chose TvOne’s YouTube channel as the source of data as the TV 
station was objective and consistent in covering discussions on the Presidential Election 
Debates by inviting competent, objective speakers, holding political discussions during and 
after the campaign period, and live broadcasting the Presidential Election Debates, both on the 
national television (conventional mass media) and on YouTube (online media). 
The researchers downloaded the research data that were related to Jokowi’s statements 
in the 2019 Presidential Election Debates, listened to them online, and made a transcription of 
them. Some screen-captures of Jokowi’s performance during the shows were also made. 
Afterward, the researchers described the data objectively and interpreted them subjectively 
based on observation on various online mass media and social media and based on the 
society’s opinions in the environment where the researchers lived (East Jakarta). 
 
 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
Jokowi completed his Bachelor’s degree forestry education at Universitas Gadjah Mada 
and started his career as a smallpreneur in the field of furniture. He then ventured into the 
political sphere and achieved a success as Mayor of Solo (2005–2012) and, later, as Governor of 
DKI Jakarta (2012–2014). In 2014, he, paired with Jusuf Kalla, successfully won the 2014 
Presidential Election and took on the presidential service for the period 2014–2019. In 2019, he, 
this time paired with K.H. Ma’ruf Amin, run for the Presidential Election for the period 2019–
2024 as presidential and vice-presidential candidates. 
 Jokowi’s strategy success during the campaign period ahead of the DKI Jakarta Governor 
Election was partly due to the “Blusukan” technique he used before and after taking on the 
governor office many a time. Blusukan is a technique of direct communication with low-class 
community by directly visiting densely populated locations, slum areas, and remote areas rarely 
or even hardly ever visited by politicians or government officials. His presence in the midst of 
low-class community certainly was appealing for most Indonesians. Support from the Indonesian 
people from Jokowi swelled up from year to year because, even after serving as DKI Jakarta 
Governor, he still consistently practiced blusukan. 
 Jokowi’s leadership style was unassuming. He was of a leadership spirit, highly popular 
with low-class people, and likeable to teenagers for his policies that were related to digital 
technologies, such as the one for developing online gaming into a branch e-sports. 
 Appearance-wise, Jokowi always looked healthy, dynamic, systematic, energetic, and 
commanding to the audience. With all his near-perfect preparations, Jokowi was able to 
dominate over his rivals. He mastered the materials, provided answers in a systematic, 
composed, and effective way, and made the best use of the time alloted by the moderator. His 
explanation on the successes of policy programs during his office was brief but inclusive of 
broad and thorough meanings. His advantage of an experience as a president gave him a positive 
strength, allowing him to answer the questions from the panelists and rivals effectively. 
 The debates between presidential/vice-presidential candidate pairs during the Indonesian 
Presidential Election of 2019 were held five times: on 17 January 2019 (First Debate), 17 
February 2019 (Second Debate), 17 March 2019 (Third Debate), 30 March 2019 (Fourth 
Debate), and 13 April 2019 (Fifth Debate). 
 The following is the analysis of this research’s object with a focus on Jokowi’s 
performance at the 2019 Presidential Election Debates that were live-broadcasted on Indonesian 
national television. 
 Drawing on his intelligence and academic achievements, as well as his experiences in the 
political world, Jokowi was able to learn and transform into a politician much liked by society. A 
modest appearance he sports does not necessarily shroud his broad mind and high integrity. One 
of his speeches which received international praise was one that took the “Game of Thrones” 
show theme he delivered on the IMF-World Bank Annual Meeting in 2018 in Nusa Dua, Bali. 
      Despite his experiences on the political stage, Jokowi set up a special team for his and 
Ma’ruf Amin’s performance. This special team prepared for the effectiveness of the materials to 
be delivered and the delivery technique to be used, devised the visions and missions, learned the 
debate patterns, and learned the debate rules set by the KPU. 
 During the 2019 Presidential Election Debates, Jokowi was dressed in a long-sleeved, 
plain white shirt and a pair of black trousers. Meanwhile, K.H. Ma’ruf Amin donned a long-
sleeved, Muslim-styled white shirt and sarong. This pair’s look was in contrast to the formal 
modern look sported by their rivals, Prabowo and Sandiaga Uno, who were attired in black suit.  
 
First Debate Analysis 
 The following is the researchers’ analysis based on some Jokowi’s quotes during the 
2019 Presidential Election Debates. 
 
Jokowi: “Please do not make accusations, Pak Prabowo. Our country is a constitutional state, so 
there are legal procedures and mechanisms to be observed. If there are proofs, please report to 
the law enforcers. Let us not rush in making statements. Take for an example, you have a 
cameraperson claiming to be abused and have her face bruised, then setting up a press 
conference, but what happened next? It turned out that it was only plastic surgery. See? It is a 
constitutional state, so if there are proofs, please go through the prevailing legal mechanisms. 
Please report with existing proofs. It is easy. There is no point in making accusations.” 
(TVONE, 2019a)       
 
Jokowi attacked his debate rival in a quip that Prabowo has accused him and stated that 
his rival should act based on objective proofs rather than accusing on an emotional basis. He 
exemplified with a supporter of Prabowo, Ratna Sarumpaet, whose face was bruised all around 
as if battered down. But upon investigation, it was discovered that she got bruises from plastic 
surgery. In his statement, Jokowi implied that Prabowo was too hurried in taking political 
decisions and solely relied on the information provided by his group member without engaging 
in further inquiry. He had an emotional propensity when leading his organization and group, 
which could put himself to shame instead. 
 
 Jokowi: “We all know that corruption is an extraordinary crime. Even you (Prabowo) 
once said that corruption in Indonesia is currently in its fourth stage, with which I disagree. 
Instead, according to the ICW, the party you are leading is among those which nominated the 
most numbers of former corruptors or graft convicts. To my knowledge, approval of a legislative 
candidate’s nomination is marked by the signature of the chairperson. It is safe to say that you 
have affixed your signature yourself. What is your word regarding this?” (TVONE, 2019a) 
  
This statement of Jokowi’s suggests that Prabowo was ambiguous and inconsistent in his attitude 
toward his own political promises for having made policies that were in conflict with the anti-
corruption attitude he adopted. It would be wiser if he prioritized those who were clean of any 
corruption case. A powerful leader should be able to control his group and direct it in a pre-
planned path in accordance with the group’s visions and missions. 
 
 Jokowi: “We will not talk too much as we have fully understood the problems this nation 
is facing and what should be done about them. We do not have the look of dictators nor 
authoritarians in the slightest bit, and we have no track records of human rights violation. We 
have neither history of violence nor history of graft. Jokowi-Amin will risk our positions and 
reputations, and we will use what authority we have for the betterment of this nation.” (TVONE, 
2019a)    
  
This statement indicates that Jokowi was focusing his thoughts on work and prioritized those 
with competence to do the work. He was also trying to imply that Prabowo was a 
dictator/authoritarian as he was of a military origin and once was implicated in a human rights 
violation case. Besides, Prabowo was a son-in-law of former president Soeharto, who run his 
governance (1967–1998) in an authoritarian regime. Hence, historic facts gave Prabowo an 
unfavorable track record in the eyes of the national and international public. 
 
Second Debate Analysis 
 Jokowi: “I suppose we have built a great deal within the last four years: new toll roads, 
new seaports, and new airports. We continuously make the best effort to make sure that islands, 
provinces, regencies, and cities are truly connected to one another. This way, logistic transport, 
freight, and human mobility can be improved in terms of speed. Without improvement in 
infrastructure, do not dream of high competitiveness.” (TVONE, 2019c) 
 The statement above hints that Jokowi did not just offer empty political promises, but had 
contributed much for the advances of the Indonesian nation. He revealed some proofs he had 
built up during his office from 2014 to 2018 of his successes in the construction of toll roads, 
seaports, and airports. These successes were evidence that he had worked hard in leading various 
national projects, especially in the sectors of cross-regional transport and connectivity throughout 
Indonesia. 
 
 Jokowi: “I will be consistent in building infrastructure to ensure connectivity. It is not a 
matter of transport connectivity via toll roads, seaports, and airports, or power plants alone. It 
also concerns digitalization. We have launched Palapa Ring which allowed connection of 
backbones of high-speed broadband. In the western Indonesia, we have been 100% done with the 
project, and so have we been in the middle part of Indonesia. In the east, we have reached 90%, 
and we are set to complete the project this year. It is important for us to build not only human 
resources but also infrastructure. In the coming years, we are to conduct development on a large 
scale.” (TVONE, 2019c)  
 
 In regard to the importance of building a telecommunications network via digital 
technologies, Jokowi accounted for his success in developing the Palapa Ring satellite, which 
allowed for connectivity to the telecommunications and Internet network to all corners of 
Indonesia. This is a feat since Internet technologies and connectivity between regions are the 
most basic prerequisite for the smoothness of a nation’s development and preparedness to face 
the competitions in the global industries. 
 Jokowi: “It seems that you are not too optimistic in seeing the future, Sir. From where I 
stand, with the human resources development I have earlier mentioned, we are to welcome the 
Industrial Revolution 4.0 in a positive way. Let us see, our farmers’ products now can penetrate 
the marketplace via TaniHub, which has marketed the products from the producers directly to 
the consumers and allowed reductions of prices. Besides, now farmers can also access credits 
via peer-to-peer fintech directly. I suppose it is a concrete way to open opportunities for farmers 
to make a leap in their production since they are offered with better prices. This will allow them 
to skip middlemen that are too many.” (TVONE, 2019c)  
 
 Because of his understanding on national/international economics, Jokowi was more 
optimistic in welcoming the competition in the global industrial era. He provided incentives and 
facilities for farmers to help them sell their farming products for decent prices and earn more 
profits. Jokowi’s attention to marketplaces or e-commerces for the interests of small 
entrepreneurs and farmers, such as, TaniHub and fintech credits for farmers, was a useful tool to 
improve the farmers’ prosperity. Selling via e-commerces was highly effective in breaking the 
distribution chain of the agricultural products which did the farmers more harm than benefits. 
 
Fourth Debate Analysis 
 The researchers skipped the third debate round since it did not feature Jokowi; hence, the 
researchers did not deem it a research object. On the third debate, only the vice-presidential 
candidates were contesting: K.H. Ma’ruf Amin and Sandiaga Uno. 
 The fourth debate was an object to this research. Unlike in the previous round, in the 
fourth round only the presidential cadidates were contending against each other: Joko Widodo 
(Jokowi) and Prabowo Subianto.  
 
The following is the resesearchers’ analysis of Jokowi’s quoted statements. 
 
Jokowi: It is critical to conduct non-Java-centric, integrated troop deployment. Therefore, I have 
ordered the Ministry of Defense and the Chief of the Military to establish a third division, which 
currently is working. Establishment of a third division of the Army Strategic Reserve Command 
(Kostrad) in Gowa, an Airforce base in Biak, and a third fleet of the Navy in Sorong have been 
in progress and soon will be completed. I have also ordered to deploy troops at four critical 
points, namely, in Natuna in the west, Morotai in the east, Saumlaki near Masela in the south, 
and in Biak. This integrated troop deployment is a signal that the peripheral points of this 
country are all safeguarded. Besides, I’d like to bring to your attention that currently our 
maritime and air radars have been all over our territory, as there are 19 points of air radars and 
11 points of maritime radars now connected. As for the budgeting, the Ministry of Defense now 
is allocated with Rp107 trillion, second largest to the Ministry of Public Works and Housing. In 
other words, our concern with our defense is no joke. Should there be any setback, it is where we 
should be improving. As a leader, I am optimistic about our 100% air and maritime radar 
procurement. Whoever is to breach into our territory will immediately be spotted.” (TVONE, 
2019b)           
 
 Jokowi accounted for how he attempted to deploy maritime and air radars to a nearly 
100% rate. His concern with the state’s defense/security was also apparent in the considerable 
amount of state budget allocated for the Ministry of Defense, reaching as high as Rp107 trillion, 
which was second only to the budget for the Ministry of Public Works and Housing. 
Jokowi has also made efforts to set up military bases in border areas around Indonesia. This 
establishment of bases was intended to fortify the security in the border areas of the Republic of 
Indonesia and to equalize the national development which mostly was concentrated on Java 
Island. With the development completion of the fleet force and military infrastructure in the 
peripheral regions of the state, the Army (Tentara Nasional Indonesia) could be instantly notified 
of any body breaching the sovereignty by crossing the state’s borders illegally. 
 
Jokowi: It seems to me that you (Prabowo) lack confidence in our Army. I am a civilian, 
but I trust our Army to a high degree. As I referred to earlier, I saw firsthand the construction in 
Natuna and in Sorong. I’ve personally checked and found the construction true. But what I think 
most important is, given the insufficient budget we have for our defense, we should perform 
development by way of investment in primary weaponry defense system, as opposed to spending. 
What does that imply? Every bit of the budget for the Ministry of Defense should be used for 
developing our primary weaponry defense system industry. This would include tanks, as the 
Harimau tank in our possession now, as well as submarines, as our Dadali submarine that we 
developed in collaboration with another country. This is because we have yet to be fully 
prepared for that matter. If we continue with the investments in the defense sector, I am 
convinced that we will own a good-quality primary weaponry defense system. We also have 
technologies. We master a technology or take advantage of the transfer of knowledge by one who 
already owned such a technology.” (TVONE, 2019b) 
 
 Jokowi was of the view that the Indonesian defense strength had been improved and that 
the state’s budget should be used properly, not for spending, but for investing. That is to say by 
using the budget for developing a defense system and cooperate with another country for the 
purpose of transfer of knowledge with respect to the denfese system development. An example 
of this is Indonesia’s success in developing the Harimau tank and the Dadali submarine. 
 
 Jokowi: Indonesia is the largest Muslim-majority state in the world. I think that is a 
diplomatic strength of ours at international forums. I always start my remarks at international 
forums by introducing Indonesia as the country with the largest Muslim population in the world 
because many of the world’s countries are still unaware of our position in that respect. We are 
currently entrusted with the resolution of many things related to conflicts and wars on the other 
sides of the world. Let me give you some examples. I was requested by the UN to mediate the 
process of the refugees’ return to the Rakhine State. In Afghanistan, we were entrusted with the 
piece process between the conflicting factions there. The fact that we had no interest in both the 
Rakhine State and Afghanistan, as well as any other countries, works to our advantage. As far as 
I am concerned, our position as a country with the largest Muslim population in the world serves 
as capital for us to engage in diplomacy with other countries, including when we offer our 
products in international trading. It is, I believe, greatly favorable for the potentials existing in 
our country. Products of high quality may penetrate countries with Muslim populations. This is 
our strength.” (TVONE, 2019b)       
              
  Indonesia’s being a country with the largest Muslim population in the world gave an 
advantage in diplomacy at international forums, especially ones related to conflicts in Muslim 
countries. Indonesia’s diplomacy had been proved in the cases of conflict in the Rakhine State 
and Afghanistan. This advantage was also felt in the trading sector, with Indonesia-made halal 




Fifth Debate Analysis 
The fifth debate was contested by presidential/vice-presidential candidate pairs Jokowi-Ma’ruf 
and Prabowo-Sandi. It was the final debate and the end of the campaign period of the 2019 
Presidential Election. 
 
 Jokowi: Pak Prabowo, Pak Sandi, managing macroeconomics is one thing, but managing 
macroeconomics is another. Macroeconomics deals with aggregate production, so the demand 
side and the supply one must be influenced and maintained by government policies. When it 
comes to microeconomics, it will only concern sales and purchases; building an industry, and 
then selling what products are available. Macroeconomics, on the other hand, manages 
production in aggregate. It concerns primary sectors like mining, agriculture, and plantation as 
well as secondary ones like manufacturing. I think it is not so simple, meaning it takes major 
steps, and those are what we are attempting right now. The infrastructure we are currently 
building will connect industrial and tourism estates. It is not as simple as just building the 
infrastructure and then directly exporting our products. We have to go through major phases, 
and I have repeatedly said that the first major step we must take is building infrastructure. The 
second is building the human resources, the third the structural reform. Lastly, we must build 
technologies and innovations. These four are what we are currently working on.” (TVONE, 
2019d)          
 Jokowi’s explanation that managing macroeconomics is not as easy as managing 
microeconomics left an impression that to him, Prabowo and Sandi had little understanding of it. 
Macroeconomic development takes not only major stages of infrastructure development, human 
resources development, structural reform, and technological and innovation development but 
also a long period of time to achieve a significant advancement. This achievement will not result 
in a blink of an eye. 
 
 Jokowi: If we are to increase the tax ratio within one year from 10% to 16% as you 
proposed, Sir, then there will be a rounded increase of about 5%. Five percent of the GDP, Rp15 
trillion. Five percent means Rp750 trillion will be drawn into tax. What will happen if we do it 
that way? Economic shock. To avoid that, we should increase the tax ratio gradually by first 
building a tax base to the maximum, and that is just what we did when we enacted tax amnesty. 
With tax amnesty, there came a declaration of Rp4800 trillion, from which we derived a total 
income of Rp114 trillion that year. We want our tax base to be larger so that our state income 
will increase. But if we do it as you proposed, I think only an economic shock will be resulted 
because as much as Rp750 trillion is drawn as tax revenue.” (TVONE, 2019d)         
 
 Increasing tax ratio should be done on a gradual basis by building as large a tax base as 
possible. Jokowi has launched tax amnesty whereby he derived a fund of Rp114 trillion. The 
larger the tax base is built, the larger the state income will be. But if the increase is too drastic, as 
Prabowo’s proposition to increase the tax ratio by 5%, from which Rp750 trillion is derived 
yearly, then a harmful economic shock will be resulted. Jokowi’s statement was an effective 
assault at Prabowo as he successfully exposed Prabowo’s lack of understanding of 
macroeconomic policies and Indonesia’s economic management process. 
 
 Jokowi: The government must indeed be responsive to the ongoing global changes. New 
goods like artificial intelligence, Internet of Things, big data, and virtual reality are introduced 
at an extreme rate on a daily basis. In the financial sector, there are bitcoin and cryptocurrency. 
Today, youths are into gaming and take on a profession as gamers. In response, the government 
is building digital infrastructure, for example by expanding the high-speed broadband with the 
Palapa Ring satellite. This way, we can provide these youths with the necessary infrastructure 
for them to evolve in their profession as gamers. Next, we are building a comfortable ecosystem 
to ecourage them to develop games. I believe it is a huge opportunity for the game industry in 
Indonesia. It has been known that the economic value in this field is rapidly growing. According 
to the record given to us in 2017, the turnover has reached Rp11–12 trillion, with an annual 
growth of 25 to 30%. This is why we must not miss any change that is happening. We also 
observed that the advertising budget is largely shifting there. We must notice such a phenomenon 
and be vigilant of it so we can respond with appropriate regulations. Additionally, to become a 
world professional e-sport athlete, one must have a good physical shape and do detailed 
exercises.”  (TVONE, 2019d)               
 
 Jokowi showed his attention to Indonesian youths and game industry by making policies 
on e-sports and supporting gamers to become professionals. The economic turnover has reached 
Rp12 trillion in this gaming industry, so the government must take the industry seriously and 
make regulations related to it.  
 Jokowi: As to biofuel that you mentioned before, we have applied B20. In the near future 
we will apply B50, and soon enough B100. This way we can reduce our oil importation. We have 
started the application, but please keep in mind, macroeconomics is different from 
microeconomics where developing anything will see the result immediately. Production in 
macroeconomics does not use individuals as reference to base on. We must understand that 
macroeconomics is an aggregate of supply and demand. We are currently not talking about 
microeconomics, but the state-level economics. They are night and day. We must have a full 
understanding of the supply, demand, and big picture, and we must also make policies based on 
figures and data from surveys. In no way will we make policies based on one or two people’s 
complaints. You have repeatedly exemplified with an individual or two, but I suppose managing 
macroenomics is not like that, at least based on my experience.” (TVONE, 2019d) 
 
 Jokowi has made a policy on the production of renewable oil or biofuel. B20, B50, and 
B100 will be an alternative to petroleum and reduce petroleum importation. He threw a jab at 
Sandiaga Uno that making macroeconomic policies should not be based on the observation of a 
couple of individuals, but a whole collective, and survey data must be involved. This statement is 
an extremely effective assault at Sandiaga Uno, whom he considered lacking the understanding 
of macroeconomics which is very different from microeconomics. He also asserted that he had 
implemented what Prabowo and Sandiaga Uno promised and planned. Hence, in practice, 







The Pentad Analysis elements of Act, Agent, Agency, Scene, and Purpose in the 
Dramatism Theory were applied in the analysis of Jokowi’s remarks. Based on the data collected 
and analyzed by the researchers, the elements most frequently occurring during the 2019 
Presidential Election Debates were Act (remarks/statements) and Agent (Jokowi). 
 
Act refers to Jokowi’s persuasive statements as follows: 
-A statement regarding the press conference held by Prabowo where one of his supporters 
claimed that the bruises in her face were resulted from the abuse she received, but it turned out to 
only be bruises from plastic surgery. 
-A statement on Prabowo’s ambiguity in attitude toward corruption eradication. 
-A quip that Prabowo had a bad track record for having been implicated in a human rights 
violation case and having a kinship with former president Soeharto (an authoritarian leader). 
-Jokowi had constructed road, seaport, and airport infrastructure. 
-Jokowi had built telecommunications, Internet, broadband, and Palapa Ring infrastructure. 
-Jokowi had developed a marketplace/e-commerce for the marketing of farming products, hence 
improving farmers’ economy. 
-Jokowi had built military bases at the state’s borders and military radars with a coverage of the 
entire borders of the Republic of Indonesia. 
-Jokowi had made a policy on transfer of knowledge in defense technologies, e.g., the Harimau 
tank and the Dadali submarine. 
-Jokowi had managed to establish diplomacy with Muslim countries as in the cases of the 
Rakhine State and Afghanistan. 
-Jokowi attacked by making a quip regarding Prabowo-Sandi’s idea on macroeconomics and 
exposed their lack of understanding on the state’s economy. 
-Jokowi made a policy to make online gaming a branch of e-sports. 
-Jokowi made a policy on B20, B50, and B100 biofuel production as an alternative to petroleum 
to reduce oil import need. 
 
Agent refers to the actor involved in the 2019 Presidential Election Debates: Jokowi and his 
2019 Presidential Election Debates special team. 
 
Agency refers to Jokowi’s humble presentation, simple language, composed delivary, 
insinuation, and focus on accurate data as a reference for his remarks during the 2019 
Presidential Election Debates. 
 
Scene refers to Jakarta as the site where the 2019 Presidential Election Debates were held, and 
global situations, including competition in telecommunications technologies, digital economy, 
broadband, and global competition. 
 
Purpose refers to the purpose of the statements of Jokowi/his Debates special team of winning 
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